
Western Riding 
 

Western Riding is one of the oldest forms of equitation to survive to the present day.  Its origins lie deep in 

history, for from the readings of Xenophon 400 years BC we learn the basics of riding a well-schooled 

horse, one that would move under weight transference, away from leg pressure, and be supple through its 

head, neck, shoulder, rib cage and hip, that ultimately would be so light and responsive that it could be 

ridden one-handed, and yet perform correctly enough that a man’s life could depend on that horse working 

with his rider as a harmonious team.  Around the early 1500’s the Spanish conquistadors entered the New 

World and re-introduced the horse, and from here came the style of riding that has changed very little 

today; a style of riding that lends itself to a great many everyday riders, but still poses exacting challenges 

to make it one of the most interesting and practical disciplines on offer.�
�

WESTERN CLASSES 
Showmanship 

,Q�WKLV�FODVV�WKH�KDQGOHU�LV�EHLQJ�MXGJHG���&RQIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KRUVH�LV�QRW�WDNHQ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�
DOWKRXJK�JURRPLQJ��FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�WULP�DUH���7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�SRLQWV�DUH�JDLQHG�IURP�OHDGLQJ�
WKH�KRUVH��SRVLQJ�WKH�KRUVH�IRU�LQVSHFWLRQ��DQG�WKH�JHQHUDO�PDQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�FRPSHWLWRU�
SUHVHQWV�WKHLU�FKDUJH��
Pleasure 
$�JRRG�SOHDVXUH�KRUVH�KDV�D�IORZLQJ�VWULGH�RI�D�UHDVRQDEOH�OHQJWK�LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�LWV�
FRQIRUPDWLRQ���,W�VKRXOG�FRYHU�D�UHDVRQDEOH�DPRXQW�RI�JURXQG�ZLWK�OLWWOH�HIIRUW���,W�VKRXOG�EH�
VKRZQ�RQ�D�UHDVRQDEO\�ORRVH�UHLQ��EXW�VWLOO�KDYH�OLJKW�FRQWDFW�DQG�FRQWURO���,W�VKRXOG�EH�
UHVSRQVLYH��\HW�VPRRWK��LQ�WUDQVLWLRQV�ZKHQ�FDOOHG�IRU���0D[LPXP�FUHGLW�VKRXOG�EH�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�
IORZLQJ��EDODQFHG�DQG�ZLOOLQJ�KRUVH�ZKLFK�JLYHV�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�EHLQJ�ILW�DQG�D�SOHDVXUH�WR�
ULGH���7KLV�FODVV�ZLOO�EH�MXGJHG�RQ�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH��FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�FRQIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KRUVH��
KRZHYHU��D�PLQLPXP�RI����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�MXGJLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�EDVHG�RQ�FRQGLWLRQ�DQG�
FRQIRUPDWLRQ���(QWULHV�ZLOO�EH�SHQDOLVHG�IRU�H[FHVVLYH�VSHHGLQJ�RU�EHLQJ�RQ�ZURQJ�OHDGV��
Horsemanship 
5LGHUV�DUH�MXGJHG�RQ�VHDW��KDQGV��DELOLW\�WR�FRQWURO�DQG�VKRZ�WKH�KRUVH���5HVXOWV�DV�VKRZQ�E\�
WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�WKH�KRUVH�DUH�QRW�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�WKH�PHWKRG�XVHG�E\�
WKH�ULGHU��
Western Riding 
&RPSHWLWRUV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�ULGH�RQH�RI�WKH�WKUHH�SDWWHUQV�VHW�RXW�LQ�WKH�6RFLHW\�5XOH�%RRN���7KH�
FODVV�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�VKRZ�WKH�FDOP��HDV\�SDFHV�RI�WKH�KRUVH�DQG�LWV�DELOLW\�WR�EH�FRUUHFWO\�
EDODQFHG�DW�DOO�WLPHV���:HVWHUQ�ULGLQJ�LV�QHLWKHU�D�VWXQW�QRU�D�UDFH��EXW�LW�VKRXOG�EH�SHUIRUPHG�
ZLWK�UHDVRQDEOH�VSHHG���7KH�KRUVH�ZLOO�EH�MXGJHG�RQ�TXDOLW\�RI�JDLWV��FKDQJHV�RI�OHDGV��UHVSRQVH�
WR�WKH�ULGHU��PDQQHUV��GLVSRVLWLRQ��DQG�LQWHOOLJHQFH���&UHGLW�VKDOO�EH�JLYHQ�IRU�WKH�HPSKDVLV�
SODFHG�RQ�VPRRWKQHVV��HYHQ�FDGHQFH�RI�JDLWV��L�H��VWDUWLQJ�DQG�ILQLVKLQJ�WKH�SDWWHUQ�ZLWK�WKH�
VDPH�FDGHQFH���DQG�WKH�KRUVH¶V�DELOLW\�WR�FKDQJH�OHDGV�SUHFLVHO\�DQG�HDVLO\�DW�WKH�UHDU�DQG�WKH�
IURQW�DW�WKH�FHQWUH�SRLQW�EHWZHHQ�PDUNHUV���7KH�KRUVH�VKRXOG�KDYH�D�UHOD[HG�KHDG�FDUULDJH�
VKRZLQJ�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�ULGHU¶V�KDQGV��ZLWK�D�PRGHUDWH�IOH[LRQ�DW�WKH�SROO��
Western Trail 
7KLV�FODVV�UHTXLUHV�KRUVH�DQG�ULGHU�WR�QHJRWLDWH�D�VHULHV�RI�REVWDFOHV�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�DUHQD�
VXUIDFH���7KH�KRUVH�LV�PDUNHG�RQ�LWV�DWWLWXGH�RQ�DSSURDFKLQJ�DQG�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�HDFK�HOHPHQW�RI�
WKH�FRXUVH���2EVWDFOHV�LQFOXGH�D�JDWH��ZDONLQJ��MRJJLQJ�RU�ORSLQJ�RYHU�SROHV�DQG�EDFNLQJ�
EHWZHHQ�SROHV�RU�DURXQG�FRQHV���2WKHU�REVWDFOHV�FDQ�EH�IRXU�SROHV�IRUPLQJ�D�VTXDUH�RI�EHWZHHQ�
��DQG��IW�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�KRUVH�PXVW�WXUQ�����GHJUHHV��VLGH�SDVVLQJ�RYHU��LQ�IURQW�RI��RU�EHWZHHQ�
SROHV�LQ�ERWK�GLUHFWLRQV��RU�FDUU\LQJ�DQ�REMHFW�IURP�RQH�SRLQW�WR�DQRWKHU��
Reining 
,Q�DQ�DSSURYHG�UHLQLQJ�FODVV��DQ\�RQH�RI�WKH�DSSURYHG�$PHULFDQ�1DWLRQDO�5HLQLQJ�+RUVH�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�UHLQLQJ�SDWWHUQV�PD\�EH�XVHG���2QH�RI�WKHVH�SDWWHUQV�LV�VHOHFWHG�E\�WKH�MXGJH�DQG�
XVHG�E\�DOO�FRPSHWLWRUV�LQ�WKH�FODVV���(DFK�FRQWHVWDQW�ZLOO�LQGLYLGXDOO\�SHUIRUP�WKH�UHTXLUHG�
SDWWHUQ�±�FRQWDLQLQJ�VSLQV��VWRSV��UROOEDFNV��FLUFOHV��IO\LQJ�FKDQJHV�DQG�D�EDFNXS���7R�UHLQ�D�
KRUVH�LV�QRW�RQO\�WR�JXLGH�KLP�EXW�WR�FRQWURO�KLV�HYHU\�PRYHPHQW���7KH�EHVW�UHLQHG�KRUVH�VKRXOG�
EH�ZLOOLQJO\�JXLGHG�RU�FRQWUROOHG�ZLWK�OLWWOH�RU�QR�DSSDUHQW�UHVLVWDQFH�DQG�GLFWDWHG�WR�FRPSOHWHO\�
±�DQ\�PRYHPHQW�RQ�KLV�RZQ�PXVW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�ODFN�RI�FRQWURO���$OO�GHYLDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�H[DFW�
ZULWWHQ�SDWWHUQ�PXVW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D�ODFN�RI�RU�WHPSRUDU\�ORVV�RI�FRQWURO�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�IDXOWHG�
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�GHYLDWLRQ���&UHGLW�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�IRU�VPRRWKQHVV��ILQHVVH��DWWLWXGH��
TXLFNQHVV�DQG�DXWKRULW\�LQ�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�PDQRHXYUHV�ZKLOH�XVLQJ�FRQWUROOHG�VSHHG� 


